Targeting metabotropic glutamate receptors as a new strategy against levodopa-induced dyskinesia in Parkinson's disease?
Levodopa-induced dyskinesias (LIDs) represent one major motor disability of Parkinson's disease (PD) therapy. Thus, research effort is still devoted to finding agents that may improve parkinsonism and concomitantly reduce or avoid dyskinesia. Rodent and nonhuman primate models provide useful tools to study the molecular and neuronal bases of LIDs. Among the various strategies investigated recently, the use of drugs targeting metabotropic glutamate receptors has received large attention. In particular, use of antagonists of the subtype 5 of metabotropic glutamate receptors revealed promising preclinical and clinical results.